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the United States only by the yellow pine in
extent of commercial use. Other important
woods are the Sitka spruce, yellow and white
pines, hemlock, cedar, juniper, laurel, oak
and maple.
Mineral Resources. Although mining is
not the leading industry Oregon has prof-
itable deposits of a variety of minerals. The
value of the output of all minerals is be-
tween $5,000,000 and $6,000,000. Gold,
found in Baker County, in the Blue Moun-
tains and in the west is the most valuable
product of the mines. The annual yield is
worth from $300,000 to $400,000. The
silver output is of less importance amounting
to some 8,000 ounces. Coal, copper, gran-
ite and other building stones, clay products,
gypsum and platinum are also mined.
Fisheries. In the value of all fishery prod-
ucts Oregon ranks sixteenth among the states,
but its Columbia River salmon fisheries are
among the most valuable in the world. As-
toria is not only the chief center in Oregon
for the catching and canning of this fish, but
the most important in the world (see sal-
moist). Along the coast white sturgeon, hali-
but, oysters and Oregon trout are taken in
profitable quantities.
Manufactures. The extensive forests have
made lumbering the chief manufacturing in-
dustry of the state. The centers of activity
are in the basin of the Columbia River. The
largest mills are located at Portland and As-
toria, and in the southern end of the Willa-
mette Valley, at Eugene and Springfield.
The canning and preserving of fish and fruits
constitutes another leading industry. Other
important industries are furniture manufac-
turing, in which Portland leads all other
cities on the Pacific Coast; paper and pulp,
flour and grist milling, slaughtering and meat
packing. Manufactured goods have an aver-
age annual value of about $400,000,000.
Transportation, and Commerce. Tlie
northern and western parts of the state are
well supplied with railroad lines, but the
section east of the Cascades is not so well
served. The Oregon & Washington Railroad
<fc Navigation Company is the most impor-
tant road. It extends the whole length of
the Columbia River west of Portland, The
Spokane, Portland & Seattle line runs along
the river east of Portland. The main line
of the Southern Pacific runs west of the
Cascades and into California. There is a
railway in the Deschutes valley, and the
 northeastern section of the state is provided
with railroad facilities. In all, the state has
over 5,000 miles of steam railway; there are
over 500 miles of electric road and 4,500
miles of surfaced roads.
One of the most beautiful highways in
the world is the automobile drive called the
Columbia highway, which traverses the Cas-
cades to the base of Mount Hood. Every
section of the state can be reached over dust-
less highways. The Pacific highway, paved
from Canada to the Mexican border, is one
of the most important avenues of travel and
commerce. It passes through the valleys of
the Willamette, Rogue and Umpqua and
enters California 60 miles north of Mount
Shasta. The Oregon Coast highway con-
nects with the Redwood highway at Crescent
City, California.
There are over 2,100 miles of navigable
waterway in the state. The Columbia is
navigated by ocean steamers to Portland and
by river vessels to Lewiston, Idaho. The
Willamette is navigable between Portland
and Eugene, a distance of 150 miles, but is
used commercially only between Portland
and Salem, a run of 50 miles. The Deschutes
River is used for local transportation.
The state carries on an extensive commerce,
with Portland as the most important ship-
ping point. This city enjoys a flourishing
export trade in grain, flour, lumber, canned
goods and salmon by means of the regular
steamship connections with the American
Pacific ports and the Orient. The broad es-
tuary of the Columbia affords an excellent
land-locked harbor.
Education. Oregon is one of the leading
states in per capita expenditure for public
education; consequently its percentage of
illiteracy is very low. The state enjoys the
use of a rapidly increasing fund from the
sale of public lands liberally granted to the
state by the national government. After a
federal survey was made in the state the
state board of education unified all state-
supported institutions of higher education
into a closely coordinated system. The state
university is at Eugene, the State Agricul-
tural College at Corvallis, the Oregon Medi-
cal School at Portland, the Oregon Formal
School at Monmouth, the Southern Oregon
Formal School at Ashland, and the Eastern
Oregon Formal School at La Grande. Other
institutions of importance are Willamette
University at Salem, Pacific University at

